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• The list of things we expect students to 
know and be able to do at some milestone. Standards 

• The body of lessons, taken together that 
comprise a total course of study. Curriculum 

• Measurements of how well students have 
mastered content and skills from the 
curriculum. 

Assessments 

Review Definitions 



English Language Arts Mathematics 

How Syosset’s Curriculum Has Evolved 

2011 

•Crosswalk scope and sequence 

2012 

•Committees recommended Go Math 

2013 

•Align Algebra in Grade 8 

2013 

•Create scope and sequence for geometry 

2014 

•Work in progress 

2001 

• Adopt Teachers College 

2009 

• Add Fundations K-1 

2011 

• Emphasize Guided Reading 

2012 

• Adopt 1 SED “Module” 

2014 

• Work in progress 



The Parking Lot 

 English Language Arts Lessons  
 Math Lessons 
 Implementation 
 Syosset 
 Professional development for 

teachers 
 Support for parents 

 New York State 

 Homework 
 Support for parents 

 How can we continue to 
iterate, refine, improve? 

 

 
 

The Takeaways 

 Supporting Parents 
 Grade-level workshops 

 On-line resources 

 FAQ (Frequently Asked 
Questions) 

 Social Media 

Discussion Session Themes - Curriculum 



November 
17, 2014 Session 2 – Assessments 



Formative 
Assessments 

• Informal 

• Quiz 

• Essay 

• Journal Reflection 

• Graphic Organizer 

• Benchmarks 

 

Summative 
Assessment 

• Mid-term Exam 

• Final Exam 

• Final Project 

State 
Assessment 

• 3-8 ELA/Math test 

• Regents test 

Types of Assessments 



Time for State Assessments Increased 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Grade 8 665 665 460 705 705 685

Grade 7 195 195 285 540 540 520

Grade 6 265 265 280 540 540 520

Grade 5 350 350 260 540 540 520

Grade 4 405 405 405 645 545 525

Grade 3 160 160 250 540 420 400
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Grade 3 NYS (2005 Standards) 

1. Read this sentence from the 
story. 

 

“Mr. Hill’s face lit up like the sun.” 
 
This sentence means that Mr. Hill 
is: 

 A. kind 

 B. shy 

 C. happy 

 D. confused 

 

Grade 3 (CCLS Question) 

1. Why is Thomas “swelling 
like a blowfish” in 
paragraph 39? Use two 
details from the story to 
support your response. 

 

9 

ELA Sample Questions 

CCLS vs. 2005 Standards 

Decode a metaphor vs. 
Describe a metaphor  



Transition to Common Core Regents 

Grade 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th Exam 

2011 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 “old” 

2012 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 “old” 

2013 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 “old” 

2014 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 “old” 

2015 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 “old” 

2016 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 “old” 

2017 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 Either 

2018 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 Either 

2019 2027 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 CC-65 

2020 2028 2027 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 CC-65 

2021 2029 2028 2027 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021 CC-65 

2022 2030 2029 2028 2027 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022 CCR 

2023 2031 2030 2029 2028 2027 2026 2025 2024 2023 CCR 

 

CCR – The Common Core exams would need to be passed at the College/Career Readiness 
Score (74 for English or 79 for Math) beginning with the Class of 2022. 



Increasing Graduation Standard 
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Source: http://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/map-the-national-k-12-testing-landscape.html  

PARCC 
vs. 

Smarter  
Balanced 

Note: NY Is a 
“Governing 
State” in the 
PARCC 
consortium. 
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Concerns 

 New Assessments 
 Difficulty 

 Background Knowledge 

 Length 

 “Test Prep” 

 Fear and Stress 

 Flexibility in Pacing 

 CCLS “Natives & 
Newcomers” 

 Assessing the Assessments 

 

Suggestions 

 More communication with 
parents 
 In person 

 Through “newsletters” 

 On-line (FAQs) 

 Homework differentiation 

 Portfolios of student work 

 Refine through advocacy 

 

Discussion Session Themes - Assessment 



December 
15, 2014 

Session 3 –  

Other State Reforms 



Why Change Anything? 
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High College Remediation Rates 
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Element RTTT Promise Implementation Status 

Standards and 

Assessment 

 Adopt Common Core State Standards.  

 Align graduation requirements with college/career 

readiness.  

 

 Redesign the NYS Assessment Program. 

 

 Promote virtual learning.  

 In place 

 - CCLS Regents Exams;  

- 2022 cut scores 

- Pathways Proposal 

 Re-scale 3-8 tests 

CCLS Regents; PARCC 

 Virtual AP Grant 

Data Systems   P-20 longitudinal education data system and Data 

Portal.  

  inBloom  BOCES Data Warehouses 

 Data-Driven Instruction (DDI) 

Teachers & 

Leaders 

 edTPA, Clinically-rich preparation programs 

 APPR System  

 edTPA 

 In place 

Struggling 

Schools 

 Priority/Focus Schools (Reward Schools) 

 New school models (STEM, P-TECH, Charter)  

 In place 

 In place  

Regents Plan Status 



 Curriculum Changes Yet to Come: 

 Next Generation Science Standards 

 “Roadmap for Social Studies”  

 Regents Pathways Proposal – HS Graduation Concentrations 

 Teachers and Leaders 

 APPR 

 Teacher Preparation and edTPA 

 School/District Accountability Systems 

 Focus/Priority/Reward Schools 

 WATN (Where Are They Now? Reports) 

 Data Systems 

 Data-Driven Instruction 

 

Focus Issues 



 





NYSUT 
Rubric 

SGP (state 
test scores) 

or SLO 
(Student 
Learning 

Objectives) 

Local Tests 
or SLOs 
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Test Score 

Evaluation 
Which grades and 
subjects use test 
scores (SGP) 
vs.  
Student Learning 
Objectives (SLO) 

For illustration 
purposes only – not 
intended to be 
comprehensive. 



Test Score 

Evaluation 
Which grades and 
subjects use test 
scores (SGP) 
vs.  
Student Learning 
Objectives (SLO) 

99
17%

476
83%

Teachers' APPR Type

SGP (Test
Scores)

SLO



Education Preparation (Programs) 

• More difficult certification 
exam (32% failure rate vs. 5%) 



Priority 
Schools 

Focus 
Schools 

Local 
Assistance 

Plan 
Reward 
Schools 

Nassau 4 5 17 65 
Suffolk 2 9 29 34 
ROS 172 432 270 255 
Total 178 446 316 354 

Focus/Priority/Reward Schools 



WATN Report (Where are they now?) 
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 Pathways to Graduation  

 Phase in of College and Career Readiness Standards 

 PARCC 

 Academic Intervention Services (AIS)  

 Chronic Absenteeism 

 Graduation Standards for Late Arriving English Language Learners 

 Common Core ELA Regents Exam Flexibility 

Key Accountability Issues Being Discussed by 

the Regents  

Source: Ira Schwartz Presentation at LIASCD 2014 


